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Evidence mapping on COVID-19 
on Migration and Health



COVID-19 Impact on Mobility
• COVID-19 cases causing migration à

leaving hotspots
• COVID-19 response measures prompting 

movement à fleeing lockdown
• COVID-19 stopping migration à stranded 

migrants
• COVID-19 impacting migrants à

repatriation

KEEP IN MIND
• Migration does not cause disease
• It is the conditions under which people migrate that can make them more vulnerable to illness
• Mobility does link communities with different epidemiological profiles



Migration Health Evidence Portal for COVID-19 

Bibliometric Analysis on COVID-19 in 
the Context of Migration Health

PROTOCOL Preprint

https://migrationhealthresearch.iom.int/migration-health-evidence-portal-covid-19
https://migrationhealthresearch.iom.int/bibliometric-analysis-covid-19-context-migration-health-study-protocol


Migration Health Evidence Portal for COVID-19 

https://migrationhealthresearch.iom.int/migration-health-evidence-portal-covid-19


Migration Health Evidence Portal for COVID-19 

https://migrationhealthresearch.iom.int/migration-health-evidence-portal-covid-19


Latin America, n=57
Ø Regional topic: South America (66.7%, n=38), 

Central America (n=17), Caribbean (n=2)
Ø Country topic (top 3): Brazil (n=27), Colombia 

(n=8), Venezuela (n=6)
Ø Migrant & mobile pop’s topic: mobility (n=24), 

travelers (n=12); migrants (n=10), refugees and 
asylum seekers (n=9), patient mobility (n=2), 
tourist (n=2), immigrant (n=1), displaced (n=1)



COVID-19 Impact on Migration 
and Health



Clinical outcomes and risk factors for COVID-19 among migrant populations in high-income countries: A systematic review - 2021

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33903857/


SARS-CoV-2 among migrants and forcibly displaced populations: A rapid systematic review - 2021

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34151312/


15th EUPHA Conference

https:///


ECDC Report 2021

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/covid-19-migrants-reducing-transmission-and-strengthening-vaccine-uptake




Evidence specific to Latin America

• A joint assessment in Colombia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Honduras and Peru 
has revealed that the pandemic is exacerbating pre-existing threats to the 
physical and mental health, nutrition, financial autonomy and legal status 
of older refugees and others on the move. Source: UNHCR, 2021
• IOM conducted a survey in June 2020 on the effects of the pandemic on 

emigrants from Central America and Mexico and immigrants from any part 
of the world residing in Central America and Mexico at the time of 
response. Key findings: (1) Migrants have suffered negative impacts on 
their income levels as well as significant unemployment or reduction of 
working hours. (2) A high percentage of migrants have experienced an 
increase in affectations such as stress, sadness and anxiety. Source: IOM, 
2020

https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2021/5/60adeb174/older-refugees-heightened-risk-exclusion-covid-19-continues-strike-americas.html
https://dtm.iom.int/reports/effects-covid-19-migrants-survey-central-america-and-mexico-june-2020


Summary
• The COVID-19 pandemic has revealed migrant workers as both 

essential and marginalized. 
• Data on COVID-19 hospitalisation, mortality, and excess deaths 

involving migrant patients are extremely limited due to the fact that 
migrant status is not readily embedded in routine HIMs and Migrant 
Management systems at the country level. 

• Where data do exist, most of the studies done are on migrants, 
refugees, and asylum seekers in high-income/resettlement 
countries. 

• Data on migrants in destination countries in the Global South is 
relatively limited.

• COVID-19 is exacerbating pre-existing inequalities, particularly for 
migrants.

• COVID-19 outbreaks in migrant communities show how the 
conditions in which they migrate, live, or work can influence 
health outcomes for migrants themselves and, as a result, host 
communities.



IOM Migration Health Research
Resources 



https://migrationhealthresearch.iom.int/

https://migrationhealthresearch.iom.int/


Over 770 
publications

https://migrationhealthresearch.iom.int/

https://migrationhealthresearch.iom.int/


https://migrationhealthresearch.iom.int/

https://migrationhealthresearch.iom.int/


https://migrationhealthresearch.iom.int/migration-health-
evidence-portal-covid-19

https://migrationhealthresearch.iom.int/migration-health-evidence-portal-covid-19


https://migrationhealthresearch.iom.int/mhadri

https://mhadri.org/

https://migrationhealthresearch.iom.int/mhadri
https://mhadri.org/


“There is ample evidence that the pandemic has exacerbated many of the existing vulnerabilities 

faced by migrants and other people on the move, including their level of exposure to disease and 

mental health challenges and experiences of discrimination and stigma. In many cases, mobility-

related policies and lockdown measures taken to reduce the transmission of the virus have 

created significant additional challenges for these populations, including the loss of income, 

livelihood opportunities, and remittances, the risk of becoming stranded, decreased access to 

essential services, higher risk of exposure to gender-based violence (GBV), and a reduced ability 

to seek refuge, among others.”

https://migrationhealthresearch.iom.int/ 

“António Vitorino, IOM Director General, 

IOM COVID-19 2020 Achievements Report, 

ForewordYOU”

https://migrationhealthresearch.iom.int/

