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Institute of Tropical Medicine, Antwerp, Belgium 

Dr Raffaella Ravinetto, PharmD, PhD, with long term experience in commercial and non-commercial 

clinical research, humanitarian organizations, and research ethics review, holds a University Master 

Degree in Pharmacy from the University of Torino, Italy; a Postgraduate Diploma in  Tropical Medical 

Biology from the Institute of Tropical Medicine (ITM), Antwerp, Belgium; and a PhD in Biomedical 

Sciences from the KU Leuven, Belgium.  

Following experience as Clinical Research Scientist in the private pharmaceutical sector, she worked 

as a pharmacist in emergency and development programs run by different NGOs in the Balkans and 

in Africa. In 2002 she joined Médecins Sans Frontières/Doctors Without Borders (MSF), where she 

held different positions, focusing on access to essential medicines and on quality of medicines, while 

performing regular field assessments, mainly in Africa and Latin America. From 2006 to 2016, she 

was the head of the Clinical Trials Unit of the Institute of Tropical Medicine (ITM) Antwerp, as well 

as the coordinator of the Switching the Poles Clinical Research Network, and the scientific coordinator 

of QUAMED (Quality Medicines for All).   

She is currently a senior researcher and policy advisor at the Public Health Department of the ITM, in 

charge of a portfolio of research, policy support, networking, education and advocacy in 

pharmaceutical public health; and an extraordinary professor at the School of Public Health, University 

of Cape Town, South Africa. She is the chairperson of the ITM Institutional Review Board; the 

chairperson of the MSF Ethics Review Board; and an associated editor of BMC Medical Ethics.  

Her main areas of interest include pharmaceutical policies and access to quality-assured medicines, 

with a particular focus on the context of low- and middle-income countries; and research ethics, 

particularly in relation to resource-constrained settings and vulnerable populations. She was president 

of MSF Italy from 2007 to 2011. 
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Internal medicine physician  

Dr. Ermias Diro Ejara is an internal medicine physician with several years of experience in health 

care delivery, clinical research and medical education in Ethiopia. His areas of research are mainly 

tropical infectious diseases such as leishmaniasis, HIV, tuberculosis, intestinal helminths, malaria 

and other related conditions such as malnutrition. He has managed several research grants and run 

several clinical trials in resource-poor settings following Good Clinical Practice principles. He has 

been running the Leishmaniasis Research and Treatment Center of University of Gondar as principal 

investigator on several clinical trials in collaboration with Institute of Tropical Medicine, Antwerp 

and Drugs for Neglected Diseases initiative, Geneva. He also coordinated Drug Resistance 

Tuberculosis isolation and Treatment Program at University of Gondar Hospital. He served as expert 

advisor for national guidelines and training manual development for the management of different 

diseases of public health significance in Ethiopia. He contributed in the Ethiopian national health 

research ethics guidelines and is working on research ethics strengthening program. He has been a 

co-promoter of the ITM-led Switching the Poles Clinical Research Network (2010-2016), with a 

special focus on the challenges of informed consent in vulnerable populations. He is a member of the 

advisory group for neglected tropical diseases of World Health Organization for Africa region. Dr 

Diro completed his PhD in Medical Sciences at the University of Antwerp in Belgium. He took his 

Doctor of Medicine degree at the Gondar College of Medical Sciences and finished his Internal 

Medicine Specialty training at the Addis Ababa University, both in Ethiopia. 
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Professor & chief nephrologists, The Kidney Centre Honorary Senior Lecturer (Bioethics), Aga 

Khan University, Karachi, Pakistan 

Professor Aasim Ahmad was trained in medicine and nephrology at Jinnah Post Graduate Medical 

Centre, Karachi Pakistan and then at Guys Hospital London UK. He pursued his interest in Bioethics 

and completed his Masters from University of Toronto, Canada. His main areas of interest are 

postgraduate education in bioethics and capacity building in research ethics. 

He is associate faculty for teaching bioethics at Aga Khan University (AKU), Jinnah Sindh Medical 

University (JSMU) and at Centre for Bioethics and Culture (CBEC) in Karachi. He is a recipient of 

the following grants: Planning Grant for course development in Bioethics from NIH Washington, 

Wellcome Trust for two ‘Research Ethics Certificate Courses’, Ministry of Sciences and Technology 

of Pakistan and USAID, and a training grant for Master’s program from NIH/Fogarty International 

Center. He is the Chairperson of Bioethics Group at the AKU, Institutional Review Board JSMU and 

Research Ethics Committee of National Bioethics Committee. He is also a member of National 

Bioethics Committee, Ethics Review Committee of AKU and Ziauddin University. His other areas 

of interest are organ trade in developing countries and ethical issues related to medical errors. 
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Independent researcher in global health and bioethics, Pune, India 

Dr Sunita Bandewar earned an MSc and PhD in Anthropology at the University of Pune, India and 

a degree in bioethics at the University of Toronto Joint Centre for Bioethics, Canada. She was a 

Senior Research Fellow and participated in the Ethical, Social, and Cultural Program for Grand 

Challenges in Global Health at the University of Toronto between 2006 and 2011. She co-led the 

International Initiative in Community Engagement Global Case Study Research during this period. 

She has also led research and advocacy initiatives in India in the capacity of Principal Investigator. 

Research, advocacy, and teaching & training in health and bioethics are central to her work. 

Currently, she works as an independent researcher in global health and bioethics and is based in 

Pune, India. She is the national faculty cum evaluator of the Indian Council of Medical Research 

for its United States National Institutes of Health – supported distant education diploma program in 

bioethics situated at the Indira Gandhi National Open University, India. She has served on the 

National Editorial Advisory Board of Indian Journal of Medical Ethics, Mumbai, India. She has 

been associated with the Forum for Medical Ethics Society, Mumbai and currently serves on its 

Managing Committee. She also serves on other institutional technical advisory and ethics boards; 

and is part of various networks and consultative groups in global health and bioethics. 
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Matthias Borchert, MD MSc PhD 

 

 

 

 

Senior Lecturer, Global Health and Biosecurity Unit, Robert Koch Institute, Berlin, 

Germany 

 

Dr Matthias Borchert is a medical epidemiologist. He worked as clinician in anaesthesiology, 

neonatology and obstetrics & gynaecology in Hamburg, Germany. For the German Development 

Service he served as District Medical Officer in rural Burkina Faso. There he practiced obstetrics and 

experienced the public health dimensions of neonatal and maternal health. He joined the Department 

of Tropical Hygiene and Public Health, Heidelberg University, Germany, the Institute of Tropical 

Medicine in Antwerp, Belgium, the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine and the 

Institute of Tropical Medicine and International Health, Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin, and the 

Robert Koch Institute Berlin. Matthias has an MSc Epidemiology from LSHTM, and a PhD on 

"Epidemiology and Control of Marburg Haemorrhagic Fever Epidemics in Central Africa" from Gent 

University, Belgium. He contributed to the control efforts in four Marburg and Ebola outbreaks. He 

teaches epidemiology, statistics, safe motherhood and outbreak investigation, and has coordinated 

MSc courses in Epidemiology and International Health. His research interests are in safe motherhood, 

particularly on quality of care, and in viral haemorrhagic fevers, particularly Ebola, Marburg and 

Lassa. His geographical focus is sub-Saharan Africa, with some research conducted in Central Asia 

and the Middle East. 
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(Centre for Enquiry into Health and Allied Themes - www.cehat.org) in Mumbai, and SATHI (Support 
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Medical Research Institute (KEMRI), Nairobi, Kenya (since 2017) and adjunct faculty at the Indian 

Institute of Public Health, Delhi (IIPH-D) of the Public Health Foundation of India (PHFI) (since 

http://www.ijme.in/
http://www.cehat.org/
http://www.sathicehat.org/
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international Ethics Review Board (ERB) of the Medicine Sans Frontiers (MSF) (since 2009); and the 
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Professor Yali Cong was trained in Biology in Beijing Normal University and in Philosophy in 

People’s University, China. She has been engaged in medical ethics teaching and research in 

Peking University Health Science Center (PUHSC) since she obtained her PHD in 1995. She 
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Clinical and organizational ethicist at the CHU of Sherbrooke, in Estrie, Qc, Canada.  

Dr. Adélaïde Doussau holds an M.D./Ph.D. with a specialization in Public Health (Epidemiology, 

Clinical Trials Methodology and Biostatistics). She worked as a fellow/assistant professor in the 

Clinical Trial Unit of Bordeaux University Hospital and Bordeaux School of Public Health, as a 

methodologist / statistician. Her PhD dissertation focused on phase I dose-finding methodology of 

cancer clinical trials (Curie Institute, Paris and Bordeaux School of Public Health (ISPED), France. 

She completed a postdoctoral fellowship in the Department of Bioethics of the National Institutes of 

Health (NIH), USA, and a postdoctoral research fellowship in the Biomedical Ethics Unit of McGill 

University School of Medicine in Montreal, Qc, Canada. She is interested in research ethics 

challenges around in clinical epidemiology, and in clinical/organisational ethical challenges around 

vulnerable populations (such as the severly ill, the elderly, migrants). During Covid pandemic she 

has been deployed to support outbreak response in elderly care home in the Montreal area, and she is 

volunteering with the homeless. She is currently working as a clinical and organizational ethicist at 

the CHU of Sherbrooke, in Estrie, Qc, Canada.  
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Dr Ama Edwin has a MB ChB from the University of Ghana Medical School (1994), an MPhil in 

Clinical Psychology from the University of Ghana (2001) and a Doctor of Bioethics (2015) from the 

Loyola University, Chicago, USA. 

She helps health professionals and allied scientists meet a standard of excellence in health care through 

teaching, research, policy development, and consultation in bioethics. She also helps organizations 

with mission integration and organizational ethical challenges. She has a passionate desire to see 

scientific and ethical multinational research done in LMICs. She served on the Ghana Health Service 



 

Ethics Review Committee from January 2009 to December 2017 and was a founding member of the 

Korle Bu Teaching Hospital Institutional Review Board (September 2015 – October 2017). She is a 

member of the School of Medicine Scientific and Ethical Review Committee, University of Health 

and Allied Sciences, (UHAS), Ho, Ghana. She teaches health law and ethics, medical ethics and 

forensic medicine. She also teaches research ethics to residents in the Faculty of Medicine of the West 

Africa College of Physicians. 

She has been involved in the development of several guidelines and policy documents at the 

institutional, national and international levels. She is a clinical psychologist; an ethics consultant 

and palliative care clinician with a focus on end-of-life care. Dr. Edwin’s research interests include 

issues in mental health, palliative care, research ethics, health law and ethics, clinical ethics, public 

health ethics, and humanitarian ethics. She has several peer-reviewed publications and presentations 

in international conferences. 

 

Ama’s Publication list 

Emmanuel Edmond Yambasu, Anthony Reid, Philip Owiti, Marcel Manzi, Mariama Jeanne Sia 

Murray, Ama Kyerewaa Edwin. Hidden dangers - prevalence of blood borne pathogens, hepatitis 

B, C, HIV and syphilis, among blood donors in Sierra Leone in 2016: opportunities for 

improvement? A retrospective, cross-sectional study. The Pan African Medical 

Journal.2018;30:44. doi:10.11604/pamj.2018.30.44.14663 Available 

from:http://www.panafrican- med-journal.com/content/article/30/44/full/ 

F Lamontagne MD, Prof RA Fowler MD, NK Adhikari MD, S Murthy MD, DM Brett-Major MD, 

Prof M Jacobs FRCP, TM Uyeki MD, C Vallenas MD, SL Norris MD, WA 2nd Fischer MD, TE 

Fletcher MD, AC Levine MD, P Reed MD, DG Bausch MD, S Gove MD, A Hall, S Shepherd 

MD, R Siemieniuk MD, MC Lamah MD, R Kamara MD, P Nakyeyune MBChB, MJ Soka MD, 

A Edwin MD, AA Hazzan PhD, ST Jacob MD, MM Elkarsany MD, T Adachi MD, L Benhadj 

MSc, C Clément MD, I Crozier MD, A Garcia, SJ Hoffman PhD, Prof GH Guyatt MD. Evidence-

based guidelines for supportive care of patients with Ebola virus disease. Lancet 2018; 391: 700–

08 

Ama Kyerewaa Edwin, Summer Johnson McGee, Edwina Addo Opare-Lokko and Mawuli Kotope 

Gyakobo. A Structured Approach to End-of-Life Decision Making Improves Quality of Care for 

Patients With Terminal Illness in a Teaching Hospital in Ghana. Am J Hosp Palliat Care. March 

2016; 33: 144-149. 

Ama Kyerewaa Edwin, Summer McGee, Frank Edwin. Ethical dilemmas relating to the 

management of a newborn with Down syndrome and severe congenital heart disease in a 

resource-poor setting. Narrat Inq Bioeth. 2015; 5(3):277-86. doi: 10.1353/nib.2015.0060. 

Ishmael D. Norman, Moses S. K. Aikins, Fred N. Binka, et al. The Constitutional Mandate for 

Judge-Made-Law and Judicial Activism: A case study of the matter of Elizabeth Vaah v. Lister 

Hospital and Fertility Centre. The Open Ethics Journal, 2012, 6, 1 – 7. 

Edwin AK. Editorial Commentary – Ethics and Electronic Health Information Technology. Ghana 

Med J 2011; 45 (3): 87-88. 

Ama Kyerewaa Edwin, Frank Edwin, Victor Etwire. Controlling sickle cell disease in Ghana – 

ethics and options. The Pan African Medical Journal. 2011;10:14. 

Edwin A K. Is Routine HPV Vaccination An Option For Ghana? Ghana Med J. 2010 June; 44(2): 

70-75 available from: 

Clegg-Lamptey JN, Aduful HK, Yarney J, et al. Profile of breast diseases at a self-referral clinic 

in Ghana. West Afr J Med. 2009 Mar; 28(2):114-117. 

Edwin A K. Non-disclosure of medical errors, an egregious violation of ethical principles. Ghana 

Med J. 2009 March; 43(1): 34–39. 

Edwin AK. Don't Lie but Don't Tell the Whole Truth: The Therapeutic Privilege - Is it Ever 

Justified? Ghana Med J. 2008 December; 42(4): 156–161. 



 

 

 

 

 

Calvin WL Ho, JSD, MSc (Econ), LLM, 

Advocate & Solicitor (Supreme 

Court of Singapore) 

 

 

 

Assistant Professor, Centre for Biomedical Ethics, Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine, National 
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University of Toronto (Canada), and PhD in bioethics from the University of Birmingham (UK). He 

has worked in the fields of health research, health policy and field epidemiology with focus on 
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research ethics, public health ethics and humanitarian ethics. He has been teaching bioethics-related 
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Gender & Diversity for Justice and Inclusivity in interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary research and 

is passionate about translating research findings into practical development through policy influence 

and community engagement. 

Eunice has consulted for the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC),World Council of Churches 
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involving human participants, from a Human Rights perspective. 

Since 2016, she has served as coordinator of the Research Ethics Program of the Directorate of 

Research for Health at the National Ministry of Health of Argentina, where she provides legal and 

ethical advice on human research and manages the presentation of Ministry rules proposals on 

research ethics. She also provides technical cooperation to Ministries of Health of Argentina’s 

Provinces to support the incorporation of ethics in the development of human research guidance, 

policies and regulations. She, as well, leads the accreditation process of National Health Institutes 
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Currently, she is the senior Primary Investigator on Humanitarian Health Ethics, a program of funded 
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