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The March edition of the Public Health Action pub-
lished a short communication on the effect of
non-monetary incentives on antenatal clinic (ANC)
attendance among Ethiopian pastoralists.! Encourag-
ingly, the introduction of incentives was associated
with significant increases in ANC attendance (48% in
the first year and 60% in the second year of the pro-
gramme). The incentive package that was provided
during four scheduled ANC visits included a bar of
soap and a bucket at the first visit; a mosquito net at
the second visit; sugar, cooking oil and a jerrycan at
the third visit; and a delivery kit at the fourth visit.

The incentives were designed based on the needs of
pregnant women in the local setting and were cultur-
ally acceptable, as there was a process of community
participation. In addition, the total cost of the incen-
tives was US$10, a reasonable financial investment for
the reported gains.

However, a point worthy of discussion but unfortu-
nately missed in the paper was the chronology of in-
centives and whether this could be improved. A mos-
quito net was part of the incentive package but was
given at the second visit. In malaria-endemic areas
where pregnant women are particularly susceptible to

malaria, maximal malaria-related benefit would be ex-
pected if mosquito nets were given at the first contact
rather than the second.

This programmatic issue has been corrected and
the current global institutional policy is to include
mosquito nets as an early and priority incentive for
pregnant women in all malaria-endemic areas.

In conclusion, although we showed that the intro-
duction of a package of incentives had a positive effect
on antenatal clinic attendance, further patient and
public health benefit could be reaped by thinking care-
fully about the order of priority for distribution of the
specific items contained in an incentive package.2 3

References

1 Khogali M, Zachariah R, Reid A J, et al. Do non-monetary in-
centives for pregnant women increase antenatal attendance
among Ethiopian pastoralists? Public Health Action 2014; 4:
12-14.

2 Snow R W, Rowan K M, Lindsay S W, Greenwood B M. A trial

of bed nets (mosquito nets) as a malaria control strategy in a

rural area of The Gambia, West Africa. Trans R Soc Trop Med

Hyg 1988; 82: 212-215.

Gamble C, Ekwaru P J, Garner P, ter Kuile F O. Insecti-

cide-treated nets for the prevention of malaria in pregnancy: a

systematic review of randomised controlled trials. PLoS Med

2007; 4: e107.

w

AFFILIATIONS

Medical Department,
Operational Research Unit
and Operations
Department, Operational
Centre Brussels, Médecins
Sans Frontiéres (MSF),
MSF-Luxembourg,
Luxembourg

International Union
Against Tuberculosis and
Lung Disease, Paris, France
London School of Hygiene
& Tropical Medicine,
London, UK

-

N

w

CORRESPONDENCE

Rony Zachariah

Medical Department
(Brussels Operational Center-
Operational Research)
Médecins sans Frontiéres
68 rue de Gasperich
L-1617, Luxembourg

Fax: (+352) 335 133. Tel:
(+352) 332 515.

e-mail: zachariah@internet.
lu

PHA 2014; 4(2): 133
© 2014 The Union

equity, quality and efficiency of health systems and services.

Public Health Action (PHA) The voice for operational research.

Published by The Union (www.theunion.org), PHA provides a platform to
fulfil its mission, ‘Health solutions for the poor’. PHA publishes high-quality
scientific research that provides new knowledge to improve the accessibility,

e-ISSN 2220-8372
Editor-in-Chief: Donald A Enarson, MD, Canada

Contact: pha@theunion.org
PHA website: htt

://www.theunion.org/index.php/en/journals

Article submission: http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/pha




